
Ministry of Education, Lifelong 
Learning and Religious Affairs, 
General Secretariat for Research 
& Technology (GSRT)

Dr. Peter Moll – Science 
Development

Dr. Jill Jäger (JJ) 

Ute Zander – Learning processes 
for sustainable development 

Groundswell Research Associates 
(GRA)

Federal Ministry for Environment, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety (BMU)

Dr. J. David Tàbara (JDT) 

Belgian federal Science Policy 
Office (BELSPO)

Netherlands Environment 
Assessment Agency (PBL) 

The Austrian Federal Ministry for 
Science and Research (BMWF) 

Latvian Academy of Sciences 
(LZA) 

Greece

Denmark

Austria 

Germany 

UK

Germany

Spain

Belgium

the Netherlands 

Austria 

Latvia

CONTACT
Jessica Umegård, Formas
jessica.umegard@formas.se
Formas
www.visionrd4sd.eu

VISION RD4SD
DEvELOPiNG A viSiON ON  
RESEARch, DEvELOPMENT 
AND iNNOvATiON TO SUPPORT 
SUSTAiNABLE DEvELOPMENTSwedish Research Council for 

Environment, Agricultural Sciences 
and Spacial Planning (Formas)

Swiss Federal Office for the 
Environment Organisation  (FOEN)

The Icelandic Centre for Research 
(RANNiS)

Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovacion 
(MiciNN)

Consortium for Managing 
Research Activities in the Venice 
Lagoon (cORiLA)

Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und 
Raumfahrt e.V. (DLR)

University of Maastricht (iciS)

The Scientific and Technological 
Research Council of Turkey 
(TUBiTAK)

Universidade de Aveiro (UAvR)

Malta Council for Science and 
Technology (McST)

Kaunas University of Technology 
(KTU)

German Federal Environment 
Agency (UBA)

The Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA)

Archimedes Foundation

Sweden

Switzerland

iceland

Spain

italy

Germany

The Netherlands

Turkey

Portugal

Malta

Lithuania

Germany

Sweden

Estonia

VISION RD4SD
CONSORTIA PARTNERS
viSiON RD4SD is a network of more than  
30 partners and observers from 20 European 
countries (January 2012). it focuses on a dialogue 
among European science policy-makers, funders 
and administrators who demand and need  
solutions from viSiON RD4SD.



VISION RD4SD (viSiON 
RESEARch AND DEvELOPMENT 
FOR SUSTAiNABLE DEvELOP-
MENT) iS A cOORDiNATiON AND 
SUPPORT AcTiON (2011–2013)  
FiNANciALLy SUPPORTED By 
ThE EUROPEAN cOMMiSSiON 
7Th FRAMEWORK PROGRAM, 
cOORDiNATED By ThE SWEDiSh  
RESEARch cOUNciL FOR  
ENviRONMENT, AGRicULTURAL 
SciENcES AND SPATiAL  
PLANNiNG (FORMAS).

AIM
viSiON RD4SD aims to ensure that Europe is able 
to contribute to a sustainable development of 
the world, by formulating policies and decisions 
based on robust, up-to-date knowledge. This will 
be done by developing a shared vision between 
science funding bodies and national science policy 
institutions in the European Member States on 
how best to harness research and development 
for sustainable development (RD4SD). 

VISION RD4SD WILL DELIVER
DiALOGUES
Running and facilitating a dialogue among  
European science policy makers and research 
funding agencies on how best to harness RD4SD 
in the future is the core of the project. 
The dialogue is structured in three steps, each 
taken twice to allow for reflection and adaptation:

• Scoping: developing a joint understanding of the 
scope of the topic and the related problems.

• Envisioning: developing a joint vision as a 
long-term orientation.

• Pathways: exploring possible solutions, options, 
and science policy instruments to solve the 
problems and to realise the vision.

 
in this flexible and open forum the participants 
exchange experiences and develop a joint 
understanding of the status quo of RD4SD in 
Europe. They identify challenges related to this 
kind of research, gaps in the current practices 
of RD4SD and its funding systems, as well as 
opportunities for the way ahead.

REGiONAL AND cOUNTRy cASE STUDiES
This is supported by background studies that 
provide the participants of the dialogue with 
compiled information about the state of the art 
of RD4SD.

STRATEGiES AND SOLUTiONS
The dialogue results in developing strategies 
and solutions for the identified challenges and  
problems. concrete outcomes planned are:

• The joint vision on how to harness RD4SD in 
Europe as a mid- and long-term orientation.

• Strategies and road maps for joint EU -wide 
action as well as initiatives on R&D reform 
processes to be implemented in the Member 
States.

• Recommendations for the further design and 
integration of RD4SD in Horizon 2020 and for 
the realisation of the 2020 ERA Vision.
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